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The motives behind this agreement, which, ir fast, deprives Foland of the
suzerainty which she has enjoyed over Szczecin since the end of the war, are '
both military and political. The military motive is to develop Szozecin into
a strongly fortified naval support base for the Soviet Navy for operations in
the scuthern and western Baltie. Thus Szczecin will be *he Soviet Fleet's most .
advanced base for heavy vessels, which have hitherto been based at Rige. )

The political motive is partially a consequsnze of the military. As 1s
known, ccoperation between the Soviets and the Foles nas no% beern the heszt.
The Soviets have more confidence in the Germans than in the Poles as far as
alertness and energy are concerned. By pushing the Poles out of *ha way, pres-
sure is simultaneously brought to hear on the government 1n Warsaw.

The first sign that Poland is in d:sfavor ab present was *he Taxt that
Poland's protesgt to the USSR against the East Cerman "naticnal arumy" was nop-
pletely dlsregarded. The Soviets have, in “he same manner, refused Yo take no-
tice of Poland's anxiety over the Polish-German houndary agrsement.. Thic was
signed on behalf of East Germany by Foreign Mioister Dertinger. Immediately
after Dertinger was arrested as a "epy," Polard reguesteld rew azsurances the
the agreement was valid despite the "spy's" signature. Up to new the Poles
have not received a reply from either the USSR or Ea-t Germany.
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